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Welcome
Welcome to this recorded service for Sunday 27th December 2020…
Hymn 
1
O come, all ye faithful,

joyful and triumphant
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem
come and behold him
born the King of Angels.
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord.
2
God of God, Light of Light; 

lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
very God,
begotten not created;
Refrain

3
Sing, choirs of angels,

sing in exultation, 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God
in the highest:
Refrain
4
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,

born this happy morning: 
Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 
word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing;
Refrain

Translated from the Latin (18th century)
by Frederick Oakely (1802-1880)
Confession

Hear the words of the angel to Joseph:

‘You shall call his name Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins.’

Therefore, let us seek the forgiveness of God

through Jesus the Saviour of the world. 

cf Matthew 1.21
Lord of grace and truth,

we confess our unworthiness

to stand in your presence as your children.

We have sinned:

forgive and heal us.

The Virgin Mary accepted your call

to be the mother of Jesus.

Forgive our disobedience to your will.

We have sinned:

forgive and heal us.

Your Son our Saviour

was born in poverty in a manger.

Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.

We have sinned:

forgive and heal us.

The shepherds left their flocks

to go to Bethlehem.

Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.

We have sinned:

forgive and heal us.

The wise men followed the star

to find Jesus the King.

Forgive our reluctance to seek you.

We have sinned:

forgive and heal us.
May God who loved the world so much

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour

forgive us our sins

and make us holy to serve him in the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Collect

Almighty God,

who wonderfully created us in your own image

and yet more wonderfully restored us

through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,

so we may share the life of his divinity;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen.
Galatians 4.4-7

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Hymn 

1
Silent night, holy night,

all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child;
holy infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace,

sleep in heavenly peace.

2
Silent night, holy night,

shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar;
heavenly hosts sing Alleluia:
Christ the Saviour is born,

Christ the Saviour is born.

3
Silent night, holy night,

son of God, love’s pure light,
radiant beams from thy holy face
with the dawn of redeeming grace:
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.


John Freeman Young (1887) based on Joseph Mohr (1818)
Luke 2.15-21

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

21 After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

Sermon


Michael Godfrey
Anthem (music for reflection)

Sung by Geraldine Latty

Go (go) tell it on the mountain (go!)
Over the hills and everywhere
Go (go) tell it on the mountain (go!)
That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watch here
Over silent flocks by night
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.

Go (go) tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere
Go (go) tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

The shepherds feared and trembled
When high above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Saviour’s birth.

Go, go, tell it!
This is your God! This is your God! This is your God!

Go tell it, go! Tell it!

This is your God! Go!

Go (go) tell it on the mountain (the mountain, go)
Over the hills and everywhere (over all the nations)
Go tell it on the mountain (tell it on the mountain)
That Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Jesus Christ was born

And God sent us salvation

That blessed Christmas morn.

Get up to a mountain!
Good news!

Go tell it on the mountain (the mountain)
Over the hills and everywhere (tell it everywhere)
Go tell it on the mountain (every nation needs to hear this)
That Jesus Christ is born (Christ is born).

Go tell it on the mountain (good news for everyone everywhere)

Over the hills and everywhere
Go tell it on the mountain
That Jesus Christ is born.

This is the good news!

Good news for everybody everywhere!

John Wesley Work Jr. (1871-1925)

Creed
Let us declare our faith in God.

We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,

and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


cf Ephesians 3

Prayers


Steve Foster
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn 

1
Once in royal David's city


stood a lowly cattle shed,


where a mother laid her baby


in a manger for his bed:


Mary was that Mother mild,


Jesus Christ her little child.

2
He came down to earth from heaven


who is God and Lord of all,


and his shelter was a stable,


and his cradle was a stall;


with the poor and mean and lowly


lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3
And through all his wondrous childhood


he would honour and obey,


love and watch the lowly Maiden,


in whose gentle arms he lay:


Christian children all must be


mild, obedient, good as he.

4
Not in that poor lowly stable,


with the oxen standing by,


we shall see him; but in heaven,


set at God's right hand on high;


where like stars his children crowned


all in white shall wait around.

Cecil Frances Alexander (née Humphreys) (1818-1895)

Blessing

Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one

things earthly and heavenly,

fill you with peace and goodwill

and make you partakers of the divine nature;

and the blessing …
