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Welcome

Welcome to this recorded service for Sunday 13th December 2020…
Hymn
1
A great and mighty wonder,

a full and holy cure,

the Virgin bears the Infant

with virgin-honour pure.

Repeat the hymn again! 

'To God on high be glory, 

and peace on earth to men!' 
  
2
The Word becomes incarnate

and yet remains on high.

And Cherubim sing anthems

to shepherds from the sky.

Refrain

3
Since all he comes to ransom,

by all be he adored,

the Infant born in Bethl'em,

the Saviour and the Lord.

Refrain

4
And idol forms shall perish,

and error shall decay,

and Christ shall wield his sceptre,

our Lord and God for ay.

Refrain

Mega Kai paradoxon thauma Germanus (c.634-c.732) 

Translated John Mason Neale (1818-1866)

Confession

Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this:

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul, with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Amen. Lord, have mercy.
‘The axe is laid at the root of the trees;

every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down.’

But confident in God’s mercy we confess our sins. cf Matthew 3.10
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations

into the peace of your kingdom:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
You come in word and sacrament

to strengthen us in holiness:

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.
You will come in glory

with salvation for your people:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.
Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Collect

God for whom we watch and wait,

you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:

give us courage to speak the truth,

to hunger for justice,

and to suffer for the cause of right,

with Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-end
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
   because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
   to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
   and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
   and the day of vengeance of our God;
   to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
   to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
   the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
   the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins,
   they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
   the devastations of many generations. 


8 For I the Lord love justice,
   I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
   and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
   and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
   that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
   my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
   he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
   and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
   and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
   to spring up before all the nations. 

Hymn
When love came down to earth
And made his home with men
The hopeless found a hope
The sinner found a friend.
Not to the powerful
But to the poor he came
And humble, hungry hearts
Were satisfied again.

What joy, what peace has come to us!
What hope, what help, what love!

When every unclean thought
And every sinful deed
Was scourged upon his back
And hammered through his feet.
The innocent is cursed
The guilty are released;
The punishment of God
On God has brought me peace.

What joy, what peace has come to us!
What hope, what help, what love!

Come lay your heavy load
Down at the master’s feet;
Your shame will be removed
Your joy will be complete.
Come crucify your pride
And enter as a child;
For those who bow down low
He’ll lift up to his side.

What joy, what peace has come to us!
What hope, what help!
What joy, what peace has come to us!
What hope, what help, what love, what love!
Stuart Townend

John 1.6-8, 19-28
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him.8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

Sermon


Bishop John
Prayers


Anne Gibbs
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power, and the glory

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Hymn
1
People, look east. The time is near 

of the crowning of the year.

Make your house fair as you are able,

trim the hearth and set the table.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the guest, is on the way.

2
Furrows, be glad. Though the earth is bare,

one more seed is planted there:

give up your strength the seed to nourish,

that in course the flower may flourish.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the rose, is on the way.

3
Birds, though you long have ceased to build,

guard the nest that must be filled.

Even the hour when wings are frozen

he for fledging time has chosen.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the bird, is on the way.

4
Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim

one more light the bowl shall brim,

shining beyond the frosty weather,

bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the star, is on the way.

5
Angels, announce to man and beast


him who cometh from the East.

Set every peak and valley humming

with the word, the Lord is coming.

People, look east and sing today:

Love, the Lord, is on the way.


Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)

Blessing

May God the Father,

who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son,

give you grace to prepare for life eternal. Amen.
May God the Son,

who comes to us as redeemer and judge,

reveal to you the path from darkness to light. Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit,

by whose working the Virgin Mary conceived the Christ,

help you bear the fruits of holiness. Amen.
And the blessing …
